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EDITORIAL 

    May I take this opportunity to wish all Seagull Trust Cruises Members ‘All 

the Very Best’ for the Coming Year - 2010. 

    This first edition of the year will inform you of some events coming up and of 

the requirement to recruit new branch members, both for crewing and admini-

stration. If you can help in either of these categories, please contact Elinor, our 

Chairman. The Scout 

stretcher party at 

the Teddies’ drop 

zone! 
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WAS OSCAR LET 

DOWN!!? 

 

 

 `Volunteers Take Seagull Trust Cruises to New Heights! 

 2009 was an exciting year in more ways than one. As some of you are 

aware we employed a new fundraiser, (Sonia McLay), and consequently held a  

couple of fund raising and publicity events including the first ever Teddy Bear 

Parachute Jump at the Falkirk Wheel – these events would not have been possible 

with out the support and help of our volunteers and friends and we would like to say 

a special ‘thank you’ to all who contributed to the success of these events 

 The Teddy Bear Parachute Jump took STC to new heights(!) and  

involved a lot of time and resourceful input behind the scenes. At the end of the day 

22 teddy bears bravely took the plunge into the air and landed safely near the  

landing area. Over £2,000 was raised from the sponsorship and we hope to treble 

this in 2010 at the next event, so planning will start in early March after the AGM. 

 At the same event, one of our core volunteers Oscar Goodman (who has a 

great fear of heights!!) bravely took part in the Anthony Nolan Trust’s Abseil – he 

raised over £150 for these two activities and also helped in setting up the stalls, etc., 

We also wish to thank all the branch volunteers for their work - crewing the boats, 

cleaning the boathouse, maintaining the boats and so on - their help is invaluable! 

 So, with the help of our volunteers and friends we hope to develop STC into 

a centre of centre of excellence and education in 2010 and beyond, and to raise our 

profile and money for our projects. 
 

Can you help us?  

 Seagull Trust Cruises Falkirk was started in 1982 and continues to grow in 

2010 and beyond. Over the past year we have launched a boathouse fund and have, 

so far, attracted over £14,000 with the help of our Chairman, Elinor Milne and our 

team of willing and able volunteers. However, we still have a long way to go to 

reach the target of £500,000 for the boathouse extension, and the creation of a cen-

tre of recreation and education. Applications for funding and ways of fundraising 

for 2010 are going ahead but we are looking for more people to help. If you are  

interested in organising local events, stalls and assisting with fundraising ideas, etc., 

please contact Elinor Milne (Tel:- 01324 622196) 

 We are also looking for volunteers in other areas such as crewing,  

maintenance, events, bookings, historians, storytellers and new committee members 

to develop and maintain the Falkirk Branch and centre for years to come! 

 There is also an urgent need for volunteers to help Ken and Jim with the  

repairs and maintenance of the boats and boathouse throughout the season. If you 

can help at all, please come along on Monday mornings at 9 am to help. It is very 

necessary and will be much appreciated. 



 

Chairman - Mrs Elinor Milne, 37 Gartcows Drive, Falkirk. (01324 622196) 
Secretary - Sandy Milroy, 15 Erskine Hill, Polmont. (01324 712892) 

Cashier - Bill Batham,21 Miller Park, Polmont. (01324 715332) 
Accountant - Donald Paterson, 20 Canmore Drive, Stenhousemuir,  (01324 557555) 

Cruise Organiser - Jim McKellar MBE, 66 Morar Place, Grangemouth, FK3 0HG  
(01324 666291) 

Crew Organiser Supervisor - Ron Spedding, 11 Lochgreen Road, Falkirk,  
(01324 623868) 

ñMarion Seagullò Organiser - VACANT 
Editor - Bob Grant, 23 Gartcows Crescent, Falkirk. (01324 621725) 

Membership Secretary - Muriel Clark, 3 Blair Terrace, Stenhousemuir. (01324 556108) 
Boat Engineer - Jim Gibb, 21 Craighorn Drive, Falkirk, (01324 679945)  

Press & Public Relations Officer - Bill Batham, 21 Miller Park, Polmont. (01324 715332) 
RYA Training Officer ï Gordon Daly, 80 Beaumont Drive, Carron, Falkirk.  

(01324  555242) 
Souvenirs - Pat Sime, 3 Hamilton Drive, Falkirk (01324 623570) 

Safety Liaison Officer - Syd Reid, 2 Skythorn Way, Falkirk, (01324 626041) 
 

Govan Seagull Mobile Phone - (0779 081 4274)  
Barr Seagull Mobile Phone - (0776 034 2075) 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED! 

We are always on the look-out for 

crew volunteers. If this  

applies to you, or, if you know of any-

one suitable, please  

inform Ron Spedding or  

Chairman Elinor.  

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY 

VOLUNTEERED AND  HAVE NOT 

YET BEEN CHOSEN, PLEASE IN-

FORM RON  

SPEDDING IN ORDER TO  

RECTIFY THIS. 

SKIPPERS MUST ALSO  

REMEMBER TO ENTER THEIR 

CREWS NAMES ON THE CREW 

SHEETS AND LOG BOOKS. 
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SEAGULL DROPPINGS 

b The  date for the Branch AGM is 1st March (7.30pm), with the Trust AGM (7pm) on 22nd March - both in 

Falkirk College, and the provisional date for the start of the 2010 cruising season is 19th April. 

b Falkirk Council has been approached concerning the condition of the access road, but there is no money to do 

the work!  

b Work has now been completed on the replacement of the boathouse windows, as has the repair of the  

potholes in the car park.. 

b There is great need for a team to manage the Marion Seagull following the resignation of Jim Alston, who 

was thanked by the committee for all his excellent work and commitment. Volunteers please ASAP! 

b The roof of the Govan Seagull is been renewed. 

b Funding is still being sought for the upgrade to the Boathouse. However some progress has already been 

made. 

b It is requested that ALL volunteers and crew members make sure that Ron Spedding is in receipt of all their e-

mail addresses. This will save on postage! 

b The figures for our Santa Cruises were 290 altogether, including 180 children. Again thanks to all who helped 

- especially Santa Clause!  

b Ron Spedding is hoping to have Planning Meeting for all Skippers to discuss restructuring crewing  soon and 

Training Courses for Skippers and Crews will be held in March. 

b Will anyone who still has kitchen and tea towels (the ones with the white hanging-tape!) please return them 

3rd April  Easter event with MAD Scotland  

                                                        (Boat Trips and Stalls) 

April   Volunteers Fayre / recruitment drive                

                                        (TBC with CVs and BW) 

14 August  Charities Day -  

                                          (Falkirk High Street  Stalls and  

    Information) 

28th August  The Kirkintilloch Canal Festival 

29th August The Kirkintilloch Canal Festival 

  27 September  Teddy Bear Parachute Jump  

     (As Per 2009) 

30 October  Halloween Party     

   (Boat Trips and Stalls, Ghost  

    Stories, food) 

Nov – Dec  Santa Cruises    

    TBC 

4 December  Santa Dash    

             (Sponsored Event Bantaskine/Falkirk Wheel) 

OTHER PROPOSED DATES FOR YOUR 2010 DIARY 

Please Note! 

As from March, Falkirk will be the Head Office for Seagull Trust Cruises at the Reception Centre & Boat-

house, South Bantaskine Estate, Falkirk, FK1 5PT. Tel:- 01324 627600. www.seagulltrustcruises.org.uk  


